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5,  As  Peking  and  Moscow  have  decreased  the  level  of 
thoir  attention  toBW,  new  el^wsnts  la  the  propa- 
ganda have  appeared  first  in  P^tigyaas's  trans- 
missions, Although  these  pharges  are  subsequently 
exploited  by  ifoscow  and  Peking,  this  reversal  in 
the  usual  pattern  of  development  suggests  that 
Peking  and  Moscow  are  consciously  broking  the 
campaign  and  that  Pyongyang  has  a greater  need  to 
maintain  the  intensity  of  the  campaign  as  a means 
of  coping  with  an  objective  situation:  the 
incidence  of  disease. 

6,  Denunciation  of  the  world  Health  Organization  has 
now  been  added  to  Peking's  virulent  attack  on  the 
International  Red  Cross.  The  fact  that  Mosoow 
has  thus  for  failed  to  echo  this  denunciation 
suggests  Soviet  sensitivity  to  the  effect  such 
denunciation  might  have  upon  fellow  tl.N.  members. 

Or  the  USSR  may  feol  that  it  can  effectively 
prevent  WHO  intervention  in  Korea  through  its 
voice  in  the  United  Nations. 

a.  ffrffit,  For 

since  the  campaign  began  on  22  February  there  lias  been  a noticeable  do 
cline  In  the  number  of  references  to  gem  warfare  in  Chinese  regional  and 
Soviet  International  and  domestic  transmitters.  Whereas  four  airt  three 
weeks  ago,  items  concerned  with  BW  constituted  23  and  18  percent; 
respectively,  of  the  total  number  of  Chinese  regional  items  Ihte 
In  the  past  two  weeks  the  incidence  has  dropped  to  11  and  8 percent  for 
the  first  and  second  weeks  respectively.  At  the  same  time,  Soviet 
commentary  attention  to  BW  has  declined  from  23  percent  of  all 
commentaries  three  weeks  ago  to  13  last  week,  and  Beven  percent  this 
week,  The  decline  has  also  been  reflected  in  the.  decrease  In  the  number  of 
Soviet  domestic  service  news  items  devoted  to  BW.  in  the  second  week 
covered  by  this  SURVEY  there  were  only  half  the  number  of  suoh  references 
noted  in  the  previous  week.  This  Is  the  first  drop  in  a previously 
sustained  rise.* 

b.  Ma^er.£KRto.U^lffn  &LM2Q.  sm Mlm*  A further  indication  that 
the  campaign  of  vilification  has  passed  Its  peak  Is  provided  by  Moscow 
and  Peking's  failure  to  exploit  the  appeal  of  tho  World  Peace  Council 
Executive  for  world-wide  condemnation  of  the  Americans  and  the  goneral 
use  of  baoterlologieal  weapons.-  Although  both  Moscow  and  Peking  gave 
wide  circulation  to  the  indictment  presented  to  the  council  by  Chinese 
delogate  Kuo  Mo-jo,. and  Pyongyang  joined  the  other  two  in  hailing  the 
WPC's  campaign  to  get  world-wide  support  for  its  condemnation  of  the 
Americans,  the  original  level  of  approbation  hoe  not  been  sustained,  nor 
have  details  concerning "the  development  of  the  signatures  campaign  been 
presented.  Although  tho  International  .Association  of  Democratic  Lawyers 
investigatory  committee  had  asked  the  WPC  to  take  "immediate  effective 


* For  a more  detailed  analysis  of  Moscow's  development  of  the  BW 
campaign  see  FBIS  SURVEY  OF  USSR  BROADCASTS,  3 April  1952. 
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eetaWleh  an  lt|-te?&itional  court  to  try  the  ^responsible  crimihalai,,  It 
Is  possible  that  more  concrete  measures  nay  be  decided  upon  when  the 
Council  otoeta  in  June.  ; :-'s ; 

^ s,si  ^ 

geiwjral  BW  oampaign  has  been  accompanied  in  Moscow's  output  by  a coneen- 
tration  of  protest  items  In  broadcasts  for  Korean  audienoes.  Of  30 
edmnehtdries : which-  reported  world-wide  ■ protests  agsiriet  . : . 

*eapw  during  jecond  we$k  of  the  SURVEY  period,  l*were  broadcast 
toiKorea,  and  of  the  remaining  11,  nine  were  addressed  to- Asistio 
audiences.  This  atypical  concentration  of  attention  in  the  Asiatic  beams 
-sews  intended  to  convince  the  Koreans  primarily,  and  Aslatios 
secondarily,  of  world-wide  support  for  their  cause  and  to  enhance  Korean 
belief  of  the  ohargea  (the  Koreana  probably  have  the  best  reasons  to  be 
Incredulous)  by  postulating  international  acceptance  of  the ip,  veraoity. 

This  pinpointing  of  the  areas  to  which  protests  are  reported,  which 
contrasts  with  the  widespread  dissemination  accorded  such,  denunciations  .. 
in  the  past>even  when  Asia  was  primarily  involved, and  Which  Sedtas  to 
servo  .purely  practical  purposes,  lends  further  support  to  ths  conclusion 
that:  the  BW  campaign  has passed  through  the  phase  of  purely  propagahdlstic  " , 
exploitation.  : 

d.  ajyesr m rtegrtv^crlwinellty  DswlnaM JBtofttloml,,  gatytoaat 

slackening  momentum  of  the  campaign  in  Chinese  regional  broadcasts  and  in 
Moscow  domestic  and  international  services  has  not  been  accompanied  by  an 
equivalent  deollne  in  the  volume  of  BW  references  In  Peking's  .overseas  - : 
broadcasts.  IXirlng  the  week  9*1$  March,  48  percent  of  all  items  were 
devoted  to  VH  and  in  the  following  week  45  percent  were  so  ConCorhed.  In 
the  first  of  the  two  weeks  covered  by  this  SURVEY  (23-29  March),  46  percent 
of  all  items  were  on  BW,  and  in  the  second  week  (30 . '■  • ■■ 

figure  had  dropped  only  to  40,  percent,  the  sustained  high  level  of 
attention,  however,  seems  to  be  largely  a factor  of  Pokiife’s continued 
stress  upon  documentary  and  eyewitness  evidence  designed  to  formalise  the 
indictment  of  American  criminality  in  waging  gezim  warfare.  This  concept 
is  buttressed  by  the  detailed  and  exhaustive  desprlption^of  a wide  variety 
of  American  atrocities  in  Korea  which  are  now  being  aocorded  the  same  ' 
exhaustive  treatment  given  the  BW  charges.  Peking’s  tremendous  investment 
of  broadcast  time  (which  contrasts  to  the  deollne  in  regional  references) 
together  with  the  fact  that  this  time  is  devoted  merely  to  presenting  the 
evidence  rather  than  to  commenting  on  it  seems  incommensurate  with 
the  immediate  propaganda  benefits  to  bo  derived.  This  suggests  that  the  Chinees 
want  to  present  the  world  with  air-tight, formal,  documented  delineation 
of  American  crimes  as  the  bos 1b  for  future  demands  for  prosecution,  and 
that  Peking  is  not  deoeiving  itself  as  to  the  Immediate  propaganda  value 
of  such  a chapter-and-verse  accounting  of  alleged  American  crimes. 
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a.  BW  hot  SP^olf IcttJJy  Linked^ with  Korean  Wort  As  has  been  the  case  in 
the  past,  too  Communist  transmitters  maintain  the  tendency  to  dissooiate 
the  BW  charges  from  the  truoe  negotiations  or  the  course  of  the  war. 

There  ore  some  statements  that  the  use  of  biologioal  weapons . constitutes 
a last^it<&  attempt  to  ^'continue  and  extend  the  war  in  Korea”  at  a time 
when  world  public  opinion  is  domandijjg  a quick  settlement,  but  this  is 
countered  by  arguments  that  the  Americans  are  using  Korea  as  a place  to 
test  their  latest  weapons'  and  that  BW  is  being  used  now  because  the 
Americans  "want  to  cairy  out  this  experiment  before  an  armistice  is 
signed. « Peking  relates  this  "experimental"  use  of  BW  to  the  Americans' 
previous  employment  of  the  atomic  bomb  at  a time  "«S»an  the  Japanese  were 
already  defeated*"  suggesting  again  that  an  end  to  the  war  is  near. 

The  truculence  of  same  of  that  comment  on  the  BW  issue  which  insists 
the  Americans  do  not  want  peace,  that  they  are  preparing  to  use  BW 
against*  all  the  peoples  of  Asia  and  that  no  crime  is  too  heinous  in 
their  quest  for  world  domination  is  tampered  by  the  fairly  optimistic 
tone  regarding  the  negotiations  themselves.  There  ere  an  increasing 
number  of  references  to  the  fact  that  only  minor  areas  of  disagreement 
remain  and  that  more  "reasonableness”  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  will 
ensure  a quick  truce,  ' 

A discrepancy  in  the  treatment  accorded  somewhat  similar  themes  within 
and  without  the  BW  context  is  demonstrated  by  Peking's  newly  virulent 
denunciation  of  the  British  as  equally  responsible  with  tho  Americans  for 
BW  crimes.  This  attack,  which  has  not  yot  assumed  comparable  proportions 
in  either  Moscow  or  Pyongyang  propaganda,  charges  that  the  British  have 
aided  and  encouraged  the  Americans  to  wage  germ  warfare.  The  charges 
generally  are  keyed  to  London's  support  of  recent  American  denials  that 
BW  is  being  waged  in  Korea  and  official  British  seconding  of  American 
suggestions  that  IRC  and  WHO  representatives  be  sent  into  North  Korea, 
This  indignant  castigation  of  the  British  comes  at  a time  When  major 
efforts  arc  being  made  at  the  International  Economic  Conference  in 
Moscow  and  in  Soviet  and  Chinese  propaganda  to  point  out  the  advantages 
of  Sino-Britlsh  trade  and  to  bring  a halt  to  Britain's  accelerated 
estrangement  from  tho  Chinese  Communists. 

f . Demonstrating  continued 

sensitivity  to  Western  suggestions  that  tho  BW  charges  may  be  intended  to 
explain  a growing  incidence  of  disease  in  Korea,  the  Coosaunist  *ddios 
present  their  own  interpretations  of  the  objective  situation.  Peking  is 
moot  adamant  in  denying  that  epidemics  exist,  and  correspondents  ore 
explicit  by  declaring  that  the  Koreans  have  successfully  met  every  threat 
of  a plague.  Pyongyang  refers  to  suecess  in  "coping  with  the  epidemics, " 
but  whether  tho  epidemics  are  potential  or  actual  is  not  mad©  too  clear. 
It  is  sufficiently  obvious,  however,  that  a major  sanitation  problem 
exists  and  Koreans  ore  insistently  urged  to  devote  all  their  energies  to 
creating  a "water-tight"  anti-epidemic  system  that  will  save  the  nation 
from  disaster.  There  are  frequent  allusions  to  the  need  for  general 
cleanliness,  the  necessity  of  boiling  all  water  and  of  avoiding 


BY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  DIRECTOR,  FBfc,  1 Jsn  72. 


- A 5 - 


FAR  EAST  SURVEY 
10  APRIL  1952 


contaminated  food;  wells  are  to  be  covered  and  nation-wide  inoculation 
enforced.  There  are  references  to  the  cordoning-off  of  entire  areas 
In  which  immunization  is  compulsory.  The  troops  at  the  front  In- 
cluded in  these  thorough  methods i Hair outs  once  a week  are  mandatory* 
and  all  clothing  must  be  boiled  frequently,  itoscow  generally  avoldB 
discussion  of  sanitary  conditions  but  offers  assurances  that  epidemics 
can  be  controlled. 

g.  Evgaspag , T^P..InUia.tiye, ilU^YSlaBM  fiafflifoto:  Coincident  with 
reduced  attention  to  BW  frooMoscow  and  Peking,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a shift  in  the  order  In  which  new  theaSs  are  developed*  No  major 
new  elements  have  been  noted  in  Peking  or  Moscow  propaganda,  but  two 
themes  which  originated  with  Pyongyang  have  been  subsequently  exploited 
by  the  other  two.  Pyongyang  wae»  first  to  repof t that  American  POW's 
had  admitted  the  use  of  germ  shells  by  American  troops.  This  admission 
was  quickly  picked ' up  by  Moscow  and  a week  later  by  Peking.  Pyongyang 
later  reported  that  poisoned  food  and  Infected  toys  were  being  dropped 
over  Korea  and  this  was  subsequently  relayed  by  Peking.  Moscow  does 
not  seem  to  have  developed  this  theme  as  yet* 

Except  for  initiating  the  campaign  in  the  first  place  with  Foreign 
Minister  Pak  Hun  Yong's  charge,  the  general  pattern  in  the  past  has  been 
for  Moscow  or  Peking  to  originate  thanes  that  were  somewhat  tardily 
exploited  b„  Pyongyang.  A reversal  in  the  usual  order  strongly  suggests 
that  Pyongyang  has  a greator  stake  in  maintaining  the  momemtui  of  the 
campaign,  and  this  may  be  the  result  of  a need  to  mhintaift  public 
consciousness  of  an  objectively  dangerous  situation:  the  incidence  of 
disease.  - ' ' 

h.  Mtos  gl.tfe?  Tae  vehemence  with 

which  Peking  denounced  ttie  American  request  that  the  International  Red 
Cross  be  empowered  to  investigate  beol^  conditlons  in  North  Korea  has 
now  been  equaled  by  the  spate  of  invective  which  greeted  a subsequent 
suggestion  that  this  task  be  assigned  to  the  World  Health  Organization. 
Following  the  pattern  established  in  predicating  the  IRC's  unaeoept- 
ability  as  an  "impartial  observer Peking  declares  that  the  WHO#  behind 
the  "faeddo  of  promoting  the  health  of  mankind"  has  in  roality  de- 
generated into  an  agency  for  gathering  data  "of  questionable ' use  on  public 
health  conditions  and  Information  on  the  manufacture  of  drugs  and 
pharmaceuticals  in  various  countries." 

Its  hostility  towards  China  has  been  proved,  Peking  declares,  by  the 
fact  that  on  four  occasions  WHO  agents  in  Singapore  have  reported 
epidemics  in  China  as  a pretext  for  placing  major  Chinese  ports  under 
quarantine.  Peking  insists  that  the  WHO  has  engaged  in  espionage  activities 
under.  Anerican  aegis  and  that  it  has  shown  no  capacity  fbr  objectivity. 

The  violence  with  which  tele  U.N.  organization  has  been  attacked  following 
the  equally  virulent  assault  on  the  IRC  strengthens  indications  that 
China  will  permit  no  really  impartial  assessment  of  sanitary  conditions 
in  North  Korea,  nor  an  investigation  of  the  BW  charges. 
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&F.P  Wt,ty,xg£.  k frm  gtttlJXlgte!  Monajoqp  new  elements 

have  been  presented  In  relation  to  the  truoe  negotiations  or  the 
military  aspects  of  the ^#»;^•':■■||?iBe6w»•'■lh  looping  with  Itb  ^ennl  eloof- 
ness  from  the  war,  does  little  more  than  repeat  the  •ffloialPyonKyang 
codnuniquoe  whieh  report  defensive  skirmishes  with  American  troops 
and  impressive  successes  in  destroying  American  aircraft.  Peking 
continues  to  insist  that  the  majbr  questions  have  been  resolved  and 
that  only  a return  to  reMonableanhs  on  the  part  of  the  Africans 
is  needed  to  bring  a quick  truce.  There  has  been  no  retreat  from  the 
contention  that  ho  further  concessions  can  be  made  on  the  issues  pre» 
venting  agrceoont~»tho  rehabilitation  of  airfields,  the  re^triatiOh 
of  war  prisoners  and  aooeptdnoe  of  the  USSR  as  a neutral  nUtioh~-but 
these  problems  are  not  presented  as  lnedpable  of  resolution  nor  as 
-threats  to  a continuation  of  the  talks . 

Peking  has  reported  new  American  violations  of  tho  truoe  area  and  an 
attack  against  a Communist  convoy,  but  these  incidents  have  hot  been 
described  as  intended  to  obstruct  agreement,  and  the  flurry  of  indignation 
which  followed  the  charge  that  the  Americans  had  violated  the  secrecy 
of  the  executive  sessions  has  now  largely  subsided,  American  insistence 
on  tho  use  of  the  word  "Han  KuW  instead  Of  ^bosen"  for  Korea  in  the 
Korean-languago  version  of  the  trued  documents  is  again  assailed  as  an 
example  of  absurd  ^tailing  tactics,  but  neither  Pyongyang  nor  Moscow  has 
exploited  this  "insult"  to  tho  Korean  people.  Nor  has  Moscow,  other 
than  in  passing  referonoe  to  the  statements  of  the  Korean  representative, 
mentioned  tho  American  objection  to  tho  USSR  ae  a neutral.  The  Cammuclst 
assurances  that  repatriated  prisoners  would  not  bp  punished  or 
ostracised  are  mentioned  but  not  given  wide  play. 


